West Africa Coastal Marine Environment:
Challenges on Sustainable Management and

Development

by
S. Diop




Introduction
1. Main Features and characteristics of WACM environment
2. Endowments and opportunities
3. Challenges v/s Development Opportunities
4. Challenges to improve Development opportunities

4.1. Linking institutional response from National to Regional level

4.2. Freshwater systems and access to safe drinking water
5. Policy Options for Action
Conclusion




WESTERN
SAHARA | ALGERIA

MAURITANIA

NIGER

g
. LIBERIA £

ANGOLA




s MAURITANIA

SENEGAL

SENEGAL

15E40H

GUINEA-
BISSAU













=
&)
UNE

True mangrove species present across Africa

Region Countries in Analysis Associated mangrove species

West Africa (8) Angola, Benin, Cameroon,

Congo, Cote d’lvoire,

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Avicennia germinans

Equatorial Guinea,

Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Conocarpus erectus

Liberia, Mauritania,

Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, Laguncularia racemosa

Senegal, Sierra Leone,

Gambia, Togo Nypa fruticans
Rhizophora harrisonii
Rhizophora mangle
Rhizophora racemosa

Acrostichum aureum

East Africa (9) Kenya, Madagascar,
Mozambique, Seychelles, Somalia,
South Africa, Tanzania Avicennia officinalis
Bruguiera gymnorrhiza Ceriops tagal
Heritiera littoralis

Avicennia marina
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Burkina Faso
Cote d’Ivol.
Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Guinea Bissag
Liberia

Mali
Mauritania
Niaer
Niaeria
Seneaal
Sierra Leone
Toao

Total 15 31111
data for Cape Verde not available
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Scientific and common names of West
African mangrove Species
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89 Distribution of mangrove species throughout West Africa
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Figure 11: Modelling oil spills in Chinguetti field, Mauritania
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Delta of Senegal River: Wetlands in Diawling NP -

Wetlands around Diawling National Park

Drought had already begun to
impact the wetlands before
construction of the dams in the
1980s (1979 image)

The construction of the Diama
Dam in 1986 (yellow arrow)
disrupted the cycle of flooding
and evaporation in the Senegal
River delta wetlands

The 2006 image shows the
restored wetlands in and
around Diawling National Park

AFRICA: Atlas of our Changing Environment
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Mangrove forests [dark green) fringe estuaries and tidal cresks in Guinea-Blssau.

Source- NASA Borth Obsenvriongy




Republic of Mali

The Drying Up of Lake Faguibine

Water levels have fluctuated
widely in Lake Faguibine since the
beginning of the 20th century

/mﬂm B In the late 1980s, an extended
o ey S S period of reduced precipitation

led to a complete drying up of
the lake in the 1990s

As global warming intensifies,
there may be more change in
store for the people who
depend on water resources
such as Lake Faguibine for
their livelihoods
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Coastal erosion causad by the Intarmeption of beach sand supply by lngshore drift dua to nearby port construction at Catonou, Banin.
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