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La lucha contra la radicalizacién en Africa
Occidental

Africa Occidental ha sido un centro de radicalizacién en los ultimos 10 afos.
Mas de /7000 mil personas, principalmente jovenes, se unieron a grupos
extremistas entre 2009 y 2019. En 2014 se registraron 7200 muertes, que
fue el afo mds mortifero para el terrorismo en el Africa occidental,
mientras que en 2019 hubo 4000 muertes. Boko Haram matd a mas de
B.300 personas en el Africa occidental, junto con otras muertes que
incluyen a DAESH y otros grupos terroristas de la zona que representan
alrededor de 3.000 muertes. En el ano 2018, vimos informes del Centro de
Investigacion de la UA que afirmaban que habia mds de 6000 retornados
en 2018, jovenes de Africa Occidental principalmente procedentes de otros
estados. Tambien vimos un aumento en los materiales de transporte de
grupos como Boko Haram y DAESH, asi como un aumento del apoyo a este
ultimo.

WEST AFRICA PROFILE

* West Africa Demography:
* Population: 392million
* Median Age in West Africa is 18 years

* Fifty seven percent (57%) of West Africa’s populationis under
the age of 25

* Fifty six percent (56%) of Niger's populationis under 18 years
* Unemployment Rate: - 8 - 23%

* Highly mobile, ambitious, adventurous youth with
exaggerated expectations and aspirations, distrustful of state

* Limited Economic Opportunities

Asi que, cuando miramos la tipologia de la radicalizacion, podemos distinguir
que el tipo principal es la radicalizacion religiosa, el yihadismo religioso. Sin
embargo, también podemos distinguir la radicalizacion derivada de
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diferencias y choques doctrinales, conflictos entre agricultores y pastores,
conflictos comunales, asi como de la impunidad del Estado y los abusos de
los derechos humanos. Al mismo tiempo, es importante comprender el
etiguetado relativo a la radicalizacion, ya que la identidad propia vy el
comportamiento de los individuos o grupos pueden verse influidos o
determinados por las etiquetas y los términos utilizados para describirlos.
Los individuos se desvian de la norma cuando se les aplica una etiqueta
gue los desvia de la norma.

La radicalizacion se deriva de una serie de factores que incluyen el nivel
psicoldgico y los antecedentes sociales y familiares disfuncionales, pero
tambien, dindmicas socioecondmicas como la pobreza y la marginacion, la
injusticia, el desempleo e incluso ideales politicos o religiosos negativos. De
esta maneraq, la primera etapa es adquirir una vision binaria del mundo que
utiliza una narrativa de nosotros contra ellos, siguiendo en la etapa Il que
legitima la violencia y adquiere una vision y perspectiva adversaria e
intransigente del mundo, la vida y el medio ambiente. Por lo tanto, con esta
vision adversaria del mundo, los individuos se auto-legitiman el uso de la
violencia.

RADICALIZATION

Proxy factors/Incidents
Poverty Doctrinal Differences

democracy among others

Dismissive of modernity Goal-oriented behavior
icci " Negative political

Dismissive of science, art, Marginalization/Inequality g. 4 P 2

entertainment, fashion, Religious Ideals

Dysfunctional Socialand

Family Background Injustice

Radicalized Stage| Radicalized Stage |
Binary Worldview —Us Vs Them,
Good Vs Evil, Black Vs White Adversarial, uncompromising views and
outlook
Legitimatization of violence

La radicalizacion es un proceso complejo y nuestra comprension de la
amenaza y sus motores puede ayudarnos a prevenir vidas e
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infraestructuras vitales, y a ser capaces de crear resistencia contra la
amenaza. Lo que se sabe es que la radicalizacion es el mayor factor que
lleva a los individuos a participar en el terrorismo. Para luchar con éxito
contra el terrorismo, tenemos que hacer frente con éxito a los motores de
la radicalizacion. Sus impulsores y facilitadores pueden incluir:

* El desempleo juvenil

e Pobreza y desigualdad

» Sentido penetrante de la injusticia

* Estructuras familiares y sociales disfuncionales

» Existencia de espacios no gobernados

* Grupos impulsados por la necesidad de validacion y lealtades - ISGS,
al-Mourabitoun, JNIM

¢ Conflictos intercomunitarios generalizados

* Impunidad del Estado y abusos de los derechos humanos

Tambien hay varias estrategias que se usan para el reclutamiento:

* La radicalizacion mediante la ideologia religiosa. Uso del martirio.
Muchos jovenes atraidos por la promesa del martirio.

*  Persuasion con narraciones que resuenan en la juventud vulnerable.

* Reclutamiento forzado en espacios no gobernados

*  Secuestro y Reproduccion. Por ejemplo, las chicas Chibok

*  Propaganda a traves de las redes sociales

Cooperacion militar y de seguridad:

Cuando se trata de la cooperacion militar y de seguridad, hay operaciones
de seguridad excesivamente congestionadas en Africa  Occidental.
Tenemos la operacion MINUSMA con una fuerza de 15.000 efectivos, la
operacion Barkhane con efectivos de 5100, la fuerza del G5 en el Sahel, la
Fuerza de Operaciones Especiales de Takuba con efectivos de alrededor
de 500, la Fuerza de Tareas Multinacional Conjunta bagjo la Comision de la
Cuenca del Lago Chad v la Iniciativa de Accra. Todo ello crea problemas de
coordinacion, competencia por la visibilidad y la financiacion, operaciones
caracterizadas por la impunidad y las ejecuciones extrajudiciales vy la
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sobreproteccion, lo que permite centrarse de manera desproporcionada
en las medidas militares y de seguridad, frente a la aparente desatencion
de las medidas no relacionadas con la seguridad, con resultados
contraproducentes. Por  oftra parte, esto  tiene resultados
contraproducentes. Las medidas de seguridad excesivas con ejecuciones
extrajudiciales despiertan la desconfionza, el apoyo y una mayor
radicalizacion del publico, con jovenes que buscan ‘venganza' vy la
congestion de la seguridad permite un espacio restringido para las
operaciones adecuadas de la sociedad civil y las iniciativas de desarrollo.

La lucha contra el terrorismo y los ideales que lo sustentan no se
pueden ganar en el campo de batalla.

Debemos construir la resistencia de la comunidad, lograr el compromiso de
la juventud local, utilizar a los lideres de la comunidad como voces legitimas
contra las narrativas  radicalizantes 'y permitir  programas  de
empoderamiento que construyan la capacidad empresarial de los jovenes
y los miembros de la comunidad.

Conclusiones

Mds seguridad no implica mejores resultados. Las medidas de seguridad
pueden socavar los esfuerzos si no se cumplen los derechos humanos.
Mientras que las medidas militares pueden ayudar a estabilizar la
seguridad, el exito sostenible contra la radicalizacion y el Extremismo
Violento vendrd de dentro de la poblacion civi. Ganar contra la
Radicalizacion requiere un papel de liderazgo por parte de la comunidad
local. ElI éxito contra la radicalizacion requiere disenar e implementar
programas de seguridad vinculados al desarrollo.
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Mutaru Mumuni Mugthar es fundador y Director
Ejecutivo del Centro de Contra- Extremismo en Africa
Occidental  (WACCE), una  organizacion  de
investigacion independiente que se dedica a
descubrir los fundamentos de la radicalizacion y el
extremismo violento en el Africa occidental. El
WACCE se fundo en 2014 en respuesta al creciente

numero de jovenes del Africa occidental que sucumben al encanto de la
violencia terrorista. Sus obras han sido fundamentales para profundizar en
la comprension local de la radicalizacion y el extremismo violento. Ha sido
galardonado con el premio al africano del ano (2017), Aspen Scholar del
Instituto Aspen (EE.UU.), Fellow de la Beca Mandela Washington, Global
Shaper del Foro Econdmico Mundial, entre otros. Mutaru estudio para
obtener una maestria en terrorismo internacional, delincuencia mundial y
seguridad internacional en la Universidad de Coventry (Reino Unido), en la
qgue tambien participd como suplente de los fiscales antimafia de Sicilia
(Italia).
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The fight against radicalisation in West
Africa

West Africa has been a hub for radicalization in the last 10 years. Over
/000 thousand people, young people mainly, joined extremist groups in
between 2009 and 2019. In 2014, 7200 fatalities were reported which was
the deadliest year for terrorism in West Africa, whereas in 2019 there were
4000 fatalities. Boko Haram killed more than 6300 people in West Africa,
together with other fatalities which include DAESH and other terrorist
groups in the area which account for around 3000 fatalities. In the year
2018, we saw reports coming out of the AU Research Center which stated
that there were over 6000 returnees in 2018, young West Africans mainly
coming from other states. We also saw an increase in the transportation
materials by groups such as Boko Haram and DAESH as well as an
increased support for the latter.

WEST AFRICA PROFILE

* West Africa Demography:
* Population: 3g2million
* Median Age in West Africa is 18 years

* Fifty seven percent (57%) of West Africa’s populationis under
the age of 25

* Fifty six percent (56%) of Niger's populationis under 18 years
* Unemployment Rate: - 8 - 23%

* Highly mobile, ambitious, adventurous youth with
exaggerated expectations and aspirations, distrustful of state

* Limited Economic Opportunities

So, when we look at the typology of radicalization, we can distinguish that
the main type is religious radicalization, religious jihadism. However, we can
also distinguish radicalization stemming from doctrinal differences and
clashes, farmer-herder conflicts, communal conflicts as well as from state
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impunity and human rights abuses. At the same time, it is important to
understand the labeling relating to radicalization, as self-identity and the
behaviour of individuals or groups can be influenced or determined by the
labels and terms used to describe them. Individuals become deviant when a
deviant label is applied to them.

Radicalization stems from a number of factors that include the
psychological level and dysfunctional social and family backgrounds but
also, socio-economic dynamics such as poverty and marginalization,
injustice, unemployment and even negative political or religious ideals. In this
way, the first stage is to acquire a binary world view which uses a us vs
them narrative, following into stage Il which legitimizes violence and acquires
an adversarial, uncompromising view and outlook of the world, life and the
environment. Therefore, with this adversarial world view, individuals self-
legitimize the use of violence.

11

RADICALIZATION

Doctrinal Differences
Dismissive of modernity Goal-oriented behavior
ismissi i Negative political,
Dismissive of science, art, Marginalization/Inequality g J
entertainment, fashion, Religious Ideals

democracy among others
Dysfunctional Socialand

Family Background Injustice

Radicalized Stage | Radicalized Stage |
Binary Worldview—Us Vs Them,
Good Vs Evil, Black Vs White Adversarial, uncompromising views and
outlook
Legitimatization of violence

Radicalization is complex process, our understanding of the threat and its
drivers can help us prevent lives and vital infrastructure, and be able to
build resilience against the threat. What is known is that radicalization is the
single biggest factor that leads individuals to engage in terrorism. To
successfully fight terrorism, we need to successfully deal with the drivers of
radicalization. Its drivers and enablers can include:
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¢ Youth unemployment

e Poverty and Inequality

* Pervasive sense of Injustice

* Dysfunctional Family and Social Structures

Existence of Ungoverned Spaces

Groups driven by need for validation and dllegiances - ISGS, al-
Mourabitoun, INIM
Widespread Inter-communal Conflicts

State Impunity and Human Rights Abuses

There are also several strategies used for recruitment:

Radlicalization using religious ideology. Use of Martyrdom. Many youth
attracted by promise of martyrdom.

Persuasion with narratives that resonate with vulnerable youth.

Forced Recruitment in ungoverned spaces

Abduction, Kidnapping and Reproduction. E.g. Chibok Girls

Social Media enabled propaganda
Military and security cooperation

When it comes to military and security cooperation, there are over-
congested security operations going on in West Africa. We have the
MINUSMA operation with a force of 15000, Operation Barkhane with a
force of 5100, the G5 Sahel force, the Special Operations Task Force
Takuba with a force of around 500, the Multinational Joint Task Force
under Lake Chad Basin Commission and the Accra Initiative. All of these
create challenges of coordination, competition for visibility and funding,
operations characterized by impunity and extra-judicial kilings and over-
securitization, which allows for disproportionate focus on military/security
measures to the seeming neglect of non-security measures with counter-
productive outcomes. On the other hand, this has counter-productive
outcomes. Overbearing security measures with extra-judicial killings draw
public distrust, support and further radicalization with youth seeking
‘revenge’, and congested security allows restricted space for adequate civil
society operations and development initiatives.
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The battle against terrorism and the ideals that underpin it cannot be
won on the battlefield.

We must build community resilience, achieve local youth engagement, use
community leaders as legitimate voices against radicalizing narratives and
enable empowerment programs that build the entrepreneurial capacity of
youth and community members.

Conclusion

More security does not imply better results. Security measures can
undermine efforts if not human rights compliant. Whilst military measures
can help stabilize security, sustainable success against radicalization and
Violent Extremism will come from within the civilian population. Winning
against Radicalization requires a lead role by the local community. Success
against radicalization requires designing and implementing development-
linked security programs.

Mutaru Mumuni Mugthar is founder and Executive Director
of the West African Centre for Counter-Extremism
(WACCE), an independent research organisation
dedicated to uncovering the underpinnings  of
radicalisation and violent extremism in West Africa.
WACCE was founded in 2014 in response to the growing
number of young people in West Africa who are
succumbihg to the lure of terrorist violence. Its work has been instrumental in
deepening local understanding of radicalisation and violent extremism. He has
been awarded the African of the Year (2017), Aspen Scholar of the Aspen
Institute (USA), Mandela Washington Fellow, World Economic Forum Global
Shaper, among others. Mutaru studied for a master's degree in international
terrorism, global crime and international security at the University of Coventry
(UK), where he also served as an alternate to the anti-Mafia prosecutors in Sicily
(Italy).
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